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Who is affected Why it matters What families can do

Kindergarten and 1st grade classes often have absenteeism rates as If children don't show up for school regularly, they miss out on

mgh a?“tc;:e in hlglh SCI:IDOL. Many of these absences are excused, but fundamental reading an.d math tshl‘cllls 'and th: chano:to build a habit of Find out what day school starts and make sure
ey sti up to lost time in the classroom. good attendance that will carry them into college and careers. your child has the required shots.

1in 1@ kids Prefiminary data from a California study found that children who were Bulld regular routines for bed time and the

chronically absent in kindergarten and 1st grade were far less likely to

morning.
read proficiently at the end of 3rd grade.

in kindergarten and 1st grade are chronically absent.
In some schools, it’s as high as 1in 4.*

Talk about the Importance of regular
attendance and about how your child feels
about school.

Who Can Read on Grade Level After 3rd Grade??

» 64%

Don’t permit missing school unless your child is
truly sick. Use a thermometer to check for a
fever. Remember that stomach aches and
headaches may be signs of anxiety.

of kids with good attendance in K and lst
(missed 9 or fewer days both years)

> 439 Avold medical appointments and extended
trips when school is in session.

of kids with at-risk attendance
{missed more than § days both years)
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Keep a chart recording your child’s attendance

? at home. Atthe end of the week, talk with your
? -
i child about what you see.

2in 10 2.5in 18 4in 10 i
low-income kids homeless kids REAnE St ids % Develop back up plans for getting to school if
miss too much are chronicall; miss too much ' of kids chronically abssnt in K or st thi Ask a famil b
school. They'realso  absent.? Y school when (miEERATIA Gr ALE ayS g year] :t;?glzbo:ri::x::;p‘;aremimr':e[);mem o
more likely to suffer families move.? a7 2

academically.
¥ Seek support from school staff or community

groups to help with transportation, health
problems, or no safe path to school.

VIR - 1%

of kids chronically absent in ¥ and 1st
(missed 18 or more days both years)
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